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PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [12.15 pm]: I move — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable private members’ business to 
have priority from 4.00 pm to 6.00 pm on Wednesday, 26 May 2010. 

In moving this motion, as far back as I can remember this has always happened during the budget second reading 
speeches week. The reason for doing it is that we obviously need to get through the whole of the second reading 
stage on the very important budget bills during this week so that we can have budget estimates the following 
week. It has been standard practice for many years. I want to be brief, because I want to get back to the budget 
bills, but during budget week every member of the house has the opportunity to make a contribution to the 
second reading debate, and opposition members certainly get as much time as they want to bring to the attention 
of the house and their electorates the things they want to make clear. They may want to attack the government on 
certain areas, and they have the opportunity to do so. There is not the need this week to have the whole three 
hours for private members’ business, which is why it has always been condensed. I would like to think that I am 
confident that the manager of opposition business will be agreeable to this and let us get on to the budget bills as 
quickly as possible. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [12.16 pm]: I have an hour to speak to this important issue. An hour, as 
everyone knows, is 60 minutes times 60 seconds, so it is a quite considerable period. In the absence of the 
member for Alfred Cove who would, no doubt, have drawn my attention and delayed consideration of this 
matter, I am in agreement with what the Leader of the House has had to say. I am not being provoked by the 
member for Alfred Cove, so I am quite happy to say that this is a reasonable proposition put by the Leader of the 
House. Two hours for private members’ business on a week such as this is a reasonable length of time, and the 
opposition will not hinder or delay the passage of this motion, unless anyone interjects on me! 

Question put and passed. 
 


